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JAMES POWER, ESQ., FOUNDER OF THE FIRM OF SIR JOHN POWER & SON, DUBLIN. 
FROM A CONTEMPORARY PICTURE IN IVORY AND NEEDLEWORK. 
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IRISH ROUND Tower. 
Model of the O'Connell Monument, Glasnevin, 
Dublin. 


WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXHIBITION, CHICAGO, 1893. 
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pleasure to present a brief description 
of their exhibit at the World’s Fair, 
Chicago, and feel that, accompanying 
it, a short history of their old establishment may be 


of interest. 

Upon entering the Agricultural Buildings of the 
great Columbian Exhibition, the exhibits of Sir Joun 
Power & Son, Distillers, Dublin, at once catch the 
eye. They consist of a large model of the Irish 
Round Tower, built of thousands of whiskey bottles, 
reaching to a height of thirty feet, and backed by 
mirrors the entire height. The mirrors, duplicating 
the bottles, produce a marvellously striking effect. 
Upon the base are displayed in gold lettering the 
names of the firm’s agents, headed by the name of the 
country which they represent. The Tower is a model 
of the O’Connell Monument in Glasnevin, Dublin ; 
and it may be interesting here to note that it was 
Sir JOHN Power, Bart., who, in the year 1854, laid 
the foundation stone of the O'Connell National 
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Monument, Dublin. The massive Silver Trowel with 


bog oak Handle bears the following inscription :— 


This Trowel was used by Sir John Powwer, Bart., 


_of Roebuck Wouse, Co. Dublin, 


23rd September, 1854, 
_on Laping the Siest Stone of the ational Monee 


Wis bvictorp in a glorious strife, 

To feeling, faith, and {freedom Dear, 
Cost not one patriotic life, 

A wound, an outrage, or a tear. 


resented by the ©’ Connell lonument Committee. 


Adjoining the Irish Round Tower stands a massive 
ebony Show Case, with plate-glass panels, mounted 
on original Whiskey Hogsheads, and surmounted by 
a miniature copper Pot Still. Upon the four corners 
stand kegs holding each a sheaf of Awnless barley, 
grown by Mr. William Dunne, at Ballymanus, 
Stradbally, Queen’s County, Ireland. The show case 
is replete with samples of the finest Irish Malt, 
manufactured for the firm by the eminent maltsters 
Messrs. P. R. Norton & Co., Milford, County Carlow, 
and Stradbally, Queen’s County ; Messrs. Joshua 
Watson & Co., Leighlin Bridge, County Carlow ; 
Messrs. R. Perry & Son, Rathdowney, Queen’s 
County; Messrs. P. & H. Egan, Tullamore, King’s 
County; and Mr. William Ward, Bagnalstown. 
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The Tower and Show Case are the work of the 
eminent firm of cabinet-makers, Messrs. T. R. Scott 
& Co., Abbey Street, Dublin. 

An insight into the various Departments of this 
large Distillery can be had by the visitor turning over 
the leaves of the Photographic Album, which is on 
exhibition, and contains views of the several Depart- 
ments—Plant, Machinery, and Engines, used in the 
manufacture of “Pot Still” Whiskey. The Corn 
Lofts, Mash House, Still House, Cooperage, and 
Bottling Warehouses, are all to be found in this work, 
as well as illustrations of the Engineers’, Carpenters’, 
Painters’, and Smithy shops. This Distillery, now in 
its second century, covers an area of over cight acres, 
almost in the centre of the City, extending from 
Thomas Street to the Quays. The Offices are of 
great extent and elegance. ‘The interior fittings are 
very complete, the whole establishment being lighted 
with the electric light, and the several departments 
having telephonic communication with each other, 
and with the City Exchange. 

The Foreign Department, where the Bottling is 
carried on, is also nearly perfection in detail. Here 
are arranged immense vats of enormous capacity, 
holding many thousand gallons of Whiskey each, and 
several of smaller size, where a large number of hands 
are employed filling and corking. From the basement 
the bottled Whiskey is conveyed by lifts to the 


Packing Department, where it is labelled and capsuled, 
and packed into cases ready for shipment. 

We give on the frontispiece an etching of a curious 
old portrait of the founder of the firm. The original 
at the Distillery is quaintly and beautifully worked 
in coloured silks, the face being painted by hand on 
ivory. It is believed to be an excellent likeness of this 
famous pioneer of the Irish Whiskey trade, by whom 
John’s Lane Distillery was founded in the year 1791: 

The site selected by him was in the suburbs of 
Dublin, just outside the city walls, upon a plot of 
ground formerly known as the Friary Gardens of 
St. John, adjacent to Wormwood (Ormond) Gate, 
the principal western entrance to the city, and was 
the property of the Countess of Charleville, by whom 
it was leased to James Power, by indenture bearing 
date 29th September, 1785. 

This Distillery had for its motive power, for the 
production of “ Pot Still” Whiskey, the first Steam 
Engine erected in Ireland. 

It may be interesting to remark that this was prior 
to the “Act of Union,” and before many of the 
magnificent public buildings which now adorn the 
city were erected, such as the Four Courts, Custom 
House, Post Office, &c. Dublin was at this time 
a comparatively small city, the population, as officially 
declared, having been but 114,616, whilst it now 
exceeds, excluding the suburbs, 246,326. 
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It was also about this time that the first mail coach 
started from Dublin, and that the canals were opened 
for traffic, thus forming regular communication with 
the more remote districts of Ireland. 

JAMES Power continued to extend the Distillery 
until his death, which took place on 13th January, 
1817; he was buried in St. James’s churchyard, 
Dublin. He was succeeded by his son Joun (born 
1771), 2 man of much energy and enterprise, during 
whose - lifetime the Distillery assumed important 
proportions. 

The old Sugar Refinery and Stores of “Ned Byrne, 
of Mullinahack,” were acquired and added to the 
Distillery premises, and portion of the present Corn 
Stores, Mill, and Brew House were erected, from 
designs of the celebrated Engineer, Ninan Hill. 

The business now steadily increased, and upon 
6th December, 1821, Joun took his son JAMEs, who 
had that day attained the age of 21 years, into 
partnership, and henceforth the firm traded as JoHN 
Power & Son. The Distiller, about this time, was 
Mr. Paul Whitty, whose son, Mr. John Whitty, is the 
present Office Manager. 

In 1833, JoHN Power purchased an Estate in 
County Wexford from Baron Carew, and built the 
residence of Edermine: and in 1838, the Sampton 
Estate, also in the same county, from Lord Mount- 
Norris. He was elected an Alderman, and was 


subsequently appointed High Sheriff for the City of 
Dublin, and had the honour of a Baronetcy conferred 
on him in 1841, shortly before the resignation of 
Lord Melbourne’s administration. 

He died on the 2sth June, 1855, at the advanced 
age of 84 years. 

He was succeeded in the Baronetcy and firm by 
his only son, who married, on 26th January, 1843, 
Jane Anne Eliza, daughter and co-heiress of John 
H. Talbot, D.L., M. P., of Castle-Talbot, Co. Wexford. 
Sik James devoted himself to the further development 
of the concern, and was Governor of the Bank of 
Ireland, Chairman of the Dublin, Wicklow and 
Wexford Railway, and for many years Commissioner 
for Charitable Bequests in Ireland. He also repre- 
sented the County of Wexford during three 
Parliaments, 

At his death, on 30th September, 1877, his eldest 
son, JOHN TaLpor Power, became third Baronet, 
and succeeded to the family seat at Edermine and 
the Estates in the County Wexford, the Distillery 
being left to his younger sons, JAMES TALBoT POWER, 
D.L., and Tuomas TaLsor Power, who are the 
present proprietors. 


As the visitor proceeds through this vast concern 
he is shown the 


Malt Receiving store. Samples of Irish 
Malt from which Dublin “pot still ” whiskey is made. 
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Malt Stores, for storing Stock. 

Kilns, for drying Malt. 

Cleaning Machines and Exhaust Fan. -- 
Vangelder’s system. , 

Engine No. 1, 400 H.P., M‘Naught’s patent, a 
compound condensing Engine, working the Mills. 

Engine No. 2, 200 H.P., M‘Naught’s patent, a 
compound condensing Engine, working the Mash 
Tuns, Stills, &c. 

Engine No. 3, too H.P., Horizontal Engine, 
driving Fans, Elevators, and machinery in Mechanical 
Shops. 

Engine No. 4, so H.P., Willans’ high speed, 
coupled direct with Siemen’s Dynamo, supplying 500 
lights throughout the Distillery. This is the newest 
and most approved combination. 

Mills, containing stones—4 ft. to in. diameter = 
and rollers—3 ft. x 18 in.—for grinding and crushing 
malt. 

Brew-House, containing two mash-tuns 33 feet 
in diameter and 8 feet deep, mashing 500 as 
each, the Brewing being at 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. Two 
metal underbacks for receiving the wort. 

Boiler House, containing Lancashire — steel 
boilers, each 28 feet long. , 

Copper Head.—Four large coppers for boiling 
water, and worts for brewing purposes, by fire heat. 
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Hopper Loft.-—For storing ground malt over 
mash-tuns. 

Refrigerators for cooling worts (the prod.ct 
from mash-tuns). 

Back Loft, containing nine fermenting wash- 
backs capable of holding one brewing each, “¢:, 
36,000 gallons. 

Still House, containing six Pot Stills. (Vo patent 
still on the premises.) 

Worm Tubs.—Three wrought-iron Tubs, 30 by 
35 feet, containing copper condensing coils of stills. 

Can Pit or Sampling Room, where condensed 
products of distillation are tested and separated into 
oak receivers. a 

Spirit Store.—The oldest portion of the Dis- 
tillery concerns, where the whiskey is filled into casks. 

Hydraulic Hoist for lowering and raising the 
whiskey in connection with warehouses, erected by 
Messrs. Ross & Walpole, Engineers, Dublin, 1887, 
and worked by waste hot water from the worm tubs— 
diameter of ram 22 inches, the largest in Ireland. 

Warehouses—of which there are 18 in the 
Distillery premises, also the City Market and Westland 
Row bonded warehouses, making a total of over 
1,113,000 cubic feet, and capacity of storage for 
36,000 Hhds. 

Empty Cask Lofts over warehouses. 

Cooperage, replete with every modern con- 
venience. 
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Stables.—Built entirely with enamel bricks, and 
fitted with Musgrave’s patent fittings. 

Fire Brigade Depot, which is connected with 
the Distillery and Artisans’ dwelling-houses by electric 
fire bells, contains engine, fire escape, and hose reel. 

Mechanical Shops.—Roof and upper shop 
carried on metal columns, 30 feet long, cast by 
Messrs. Ross & Walpole, Dublin. Lower shop used 
as smithy, copper-hearth, fitting and turning shop. 
Upper shop for carpenters, saws, planing and mortis- 
ing machines, &c. 

Counting House, &c. 

Like other concerns of this kind, John’s Lane 
Distillery has passed through its vicissitudes, and was 
the scene of three destructive fires during its century 
of existence, 

Profiting by the costly experience gained from 
these fires, every possible care has been taken in the 
reconstruction of the premises, and no expense spared 
which might lessen the danger or minimise the effects 
of fire ; and, as a result, the Still House and surround- 
ings are now entirely built of fireproof construction, 
the slated roof being carried by iron throughout. 
This Still House and Can Pit are supposed to be the 
finest and most complete in the kingdom, and were 
arranged by the late Mr. Henry Angus, for many 
years the valued Distiller of the firm, now succeeded 
by the veteran Distiller of Ireland, Mr. William Stein, 
ably assisted by his nephews, Messrs. C. & F. Stein. 
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‘ FOREIGN AGENTS - 


For our WHISKEY in Wood and Bottle. 


NEw York,. 
CHICAGO, 
CANADA, 


NEw BRUNSWICK, 

Do. 

Do. 
WINNIPKG, : 
HALIFAX, 
VANCOUVER, 
Vicroria, iC 
SAN FRANCISCO, ; 


MELBOURNE, 
SYDNEY, 
BRISBANE, 


INVERCARGILL, Ls Se 


CHRISTCHURCH, mez. 


Bomsay, 
MAprRas, 
CaLcurra, 


PENANG, 


- P. W. Engs & Sons, 131, Front 


Street, New York. 


- Delaney & Murphy, Wabash 


Avenue, Chicago. 


- Meagher Bros. & Co., 14, De 


Bresoles Street, Montreal. 


- M.A. Finn, St. John, N.B. 

- John O'Regan, St. John, N.B. 

- R. Sullivan & Co., St. John, N.B. 
- Velie Carey & Co., Winnipeg. 

- John Tobin & Co., Halifax. 

- James Mitchell, Victoria. 

- The Hudson’s Bay Co., Victoria. 
-C. W. Craig & Co., Battery 


Street, San Francisco. 


- M‘Ilwraith, M‘Eachern & Co., 


William Street, Melbourne. 


- Alderman P. MacMahon, Cir- 


cular Quay, Sydney. 


- Quinlan, Gray & Co., Queen 


Street, Brisbane. 


- David Roche, Dee Street, Inver- 


cargill. 


»+ Maling & Co., Worcester Street, 


Christchurch. 


- Lyon & Co, Rampart Row, 


Bombay. 


- Leighton & Co., 2nd Line Beach, 


Madras. 


. , 
- Turner, Morrison & Co., Lyon’s 


Range, Calcutta. 


- Padday, Tennent & Co., Penang. 
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HONG Konc, 
GIBRALTAR, . 
MALTA, 


CAIRO, . 
MARSEILLEs, 


BORDEAUX, . 
NICE, 


ROME, . 
BADEN, 
DAvos PLatz, 


SUEz, 
SWEDEN, 


Norway, 


Se te 


. Caldbeck, M‘Gregor & Co, 


Queen’s Road, Hong Kong. 


R. & J. Abrines, Waterport 
Street, Gibraltar. 


. Butler & Bencini, Strada S. 


Ursula, Malta. 
Butler & Bencini, Cairo. 


. J. & E. Frisch, Rue Suffren, 


Marseilles. 


. Alxdre Eyquem, Bordeaux. 
. Claud & Metivet, Rue Massena, 


Nice. 


. C. Plowden & Co., Piazza S. 


Claudio, Rome. 


- Carl Hochstetter, Frieburg, 


Baden. 


. Jacob Casparis, Davos Platz, 


Switzerland. 
Beyts & Co., Suez. 


. Thorsen & Co., Gothenburg, 


Sweden. 


. John L. Christophersen, Christ- 


iania, Norway. 


London Office: 


Osborne, O’Donnell & Co., 62 & 63, Mark Lane, E.C. 


Agents for Seotland: 


Robertson & Baxter, 47, West Nile Street, Glasgow. 
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Extracts from the Trade Papers at the opening of the 
Whiskey Seasons 1891 and 1892. 
SEPTEMBER, 1801. 


The Wine and Spirit Gazette ( Harper's Weekly ), 12th September, 
1891. Notes from Dublin. 

‘‘ITam given to understand that Messrs. Joun Power & SON 
have now upon their books orders more than they can fulfil for the 
new season,” 

The Wine and Spirit Gasette / Harper's Weekly), 26th September, 
1891. Notes from Dublin. 

‘Our Whiskey market since last writing has been an extremely 
strong one. JOHN Power & SON continues in demand, and dealers 
are anxious to get into stock at anything like reasonable rates.” 


The Wine and Spirit Gazette ( Harper's Weekly), 3rd October, 
1891. Notes from Dublin. 

‘‘A very good business has been concluded in our Whiskey 
market since my last week's report, and prices are again higher. 
This remark specially refers to JoHN PowER & SON'S make, the 
demand for which seems daily on the increase, and we can all see 
that it is a genuine advance, for the reason that it is going into con- 
sumption. There are those in the trade who prognosticate the firm 
will increase their price this season. Unquestionably, if we take the 
law of supply and demand merely into consideration, they would be 
more than justified in doing so." 


The Wine and Spirit Gasette ( Harper's Weekly), roth October, 
1891. Notes from Dublin. 

**In the Whiskey market there is a very brisk demand for all 
principal makes, with a very decided upper tendency, indeed, in 
some instances. Prices for JoHN Power & SON have been actually 
put up as much as sixpence per gallon since last week, which is 
tantamount for the moment to withdrawing the Whiskey at present; 
but holders quite believe in its realisation in the not distant future, 
and in all probability they are right as things go at present. This 
firm have commenced work for the 1891 to 1892 season, and as yet 
the price for new has not been publicly announced ; but this much 
I may say, that the proprietors may ‘smile and look happy’ with 
their order book more than full before last season was over,” 


Ridley's Wine and Spirit Trade Circular, 12th October, 1891. 
“lrish Whiskey.—Business in this market, though somewhat 
improved since last month, cannot yet be described as very brisk, 
and buyers seem to be holding back until the prices of New 
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Season's make shall have been declared. On this latter subject we » 
may remark that no advance on last year's prices for Pot Still is 
anticipated, although Distillers may have to pay a little more for 
their barley. The policy of opening at same prices as last season \ 
is the best Irish Distillers can adopt, as, with the exception of JOHN 
JAMESON and JOHN PowER & SON (which have been in active . 


demand at increased prices), the Dublin and Country Pot Still 
makes have been flat of late.” 


*‘Our Dublin Correspondent writes:—A greater amount of y 
business has been transacted during the month than for some con- x 
siderable time. The dealings, however, have been for the most ) 
part confined here to the makes of JOHN JAMESON & Son and ‘ 
Joun Power & Son, A good business has also been done in Country ) 
makes at fair rates. Altogether, in anticipation of a revival of the 


demand, the Market has presented a more cheerful appearance, 
and buyers have been, and still are, anxious to get good stocks of | 
the popular makes. Consequently, the bondings of Messrs. PowER 
and JOHN JAMESON have been forced up to a greater relative value 

than they have ever been before in comparison with the Spirits of . 
other Distillers—whether they are too high, or the others too low, me JF 
remains to be seen." —s 
The Wine and Spirit Gazette ( Harper's Weekly), 17th Oct., 1891. | 

Notes from Dublin, 

‘*A good business has been transacted in almost all Dublin 
brands of Whiskey, and at very full rates, the same order of things : 
still existing, namely, JoHN Power & SON mostly in demand, and ) 
prices mark a hardening tendency. Although they have Whiskey \ ' 
now made, the firm have not announced their opening price.” 7 
The Wine and Spirit Gazette ( Harper's Weekly), 24th Oct., 1891. 

Notes from Dublin. 

““We have had for Whiskey a generally active market, with 
prices still tending upwards, most business being concluded in Joun 
POWER & SON, which has become a very rare commodity and very 
hard to purchase. 

The Wine and Spirit Gazette ( Harper's Weekly), 31st Oct., 1891. 
Notes from Dublin, 
‘*For Whiskey our market exhibits extreme buoyancy, and 
prices again tend towards a higher level for all makes and ages ; 
old bondings are extremely scarce, and much sought after at full 
prices. By private treaty, the great bulk of the trade was concluded 
: by Joun Power & SON, a strong and pressing demand for which 
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has existed, and does so still, the onward unchequered career which 
has pursued this brand for so long, continuing unabated.” 

‘*The opening price of JoHN Power & Son for the new 
season has now been definitely fixed at an advance of 1d. per 
gallon upon that of last year, owing to the increase in the price of 
corn, which of itself would fully justify the firm in the course 
adopted, not to speak of the enhanced price of their make.” 


SEPTEMBER, 1892. 


The Wine and Spirit Gasette (Harper's Weekly ),.3rd September, 
: 1892. Notes from Dublin. 

‘*Our Whiskey market has been fairly active, with a rather 
good stir in POWER. 1889 would seem mostly in request, due, 
doubtless, to the paucity of stocks of 1888, and some speculation 
has been indulged in which will be sure to turn out favourably.” 


The Wine and Spirit Gazette ( Harper's Weekly ), 10th September, 
1892. Notes from Dublin. 

‘‘The Whiskey market fully maintains late rates, which may 

be said to have touched the fullest point reached. JOHN Power & 

SON still show well to the front, and prices rule firmly, with a tend- 


ency upwards, and especially to get into stock by the trade in the 
younger rnakes.”’ 


Ridley's Wine and Spirit Trade Circular, 12th September, 1892. 

‘* Trish Whiskey.-—The holiday tone still pervades our market, 
and business can hardly be said to have commenced in real earnest 
as yet. Nevertheless there is a good healthy demand for consump- 
tion, which bodes well for holders in the coming winter. JOHN 
JAMESON heads the list as usual, pressed close by POWER as 
regards demand.” 


The Wine and Spirit Gazette (Harper's Weekly), 17th September, 
1892. 

‘‘As far as regards our Whiskey market the tone is excep- 

tionally strong. JOHN POWER & SON continues its onward career,” 


The Wine and Spirit Gazette (Harper's Weekly ), 24th September, 
1892. 

‘The late buoyancy noticeable in our Whiskey market con- 
tinues unabated, and fullest prices prevail for all best brands. For 
JOHN JAMESON & Son's and JoHN Power & Son’s we have a lively 
market. Indeed, so far as the latter brand is concerned, it com- 


mands almost as high a premium with some age as JOHN JAMESON 
& Son's. 
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